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SUBJECT: MAURITANIAN AMBASSADOR TO BELGIUM’S REACTION TO 
THE COUP 

1 . THE MAURITANIAN AMBASSADOR TO BELGIUM AND THE EC, 

AHMEDOU OULD ABDALLAH, FORMER MINISTER OF TRADE AND 
FORMER AMBASSADOR IN WASHINGTON. GAVE US HIS INITIAL, 

TENTATIVE REACTIONS TO THE COUP IN NOUAKCHATT. 

2. HE VIEWED THE COUP AS A RESPONSE OF MAURITANIA'S 
MILITARY AND ECONOMIC ESTABLISHMENT TO THE WEAK RULE OF 
PRESIDENT OULD DADDAH AND A REACTION AGAINST THE LEFTIST 
GROUP AROUND THE PRESIDENT'S WIFE AND THE MINISTER OF 
FISHERIES. 

3. HE SAID THE LEADERS OF THE COUP WERE CLEARLY PRO- 
WESTERN, ANTI-ALGERIAN BUT ALSO WOULD OPPOSE EXTENSION 
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OF MORROCAN HEDGEMONY IN MAURITANIA. FOR THAT REASON, 

HE THOUGHT THAT THE NEW GROUP'S FOREIGN POLICY WOULD BE 
ABOUT THE SAME AS REGARDS MORROCAN-ALGERIAN-SAHARAN 
PROBLEM BUT THAT THEY WOULD CUT OUT SOME OF THE FASHIONABLE 
LEFTIST POLICIES (E.G., PRO-NORTH KOREAN) PUSHED BY EX- 
PRESIDENT OULD D ADDAS WIFE. 
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4. AS FOR THE PERSONALITIES IDENTIFIED WITH THE COUP, 
MAURITANIAN AMBASSADOR THOUGHT REPORTED COUP-LEADER 
MOUSTAPHA OULD MOHAMED SALEK WAS ABLE BUT OFTEN INDECISIVE. 
HE CHARACTERIZED EX-MINISTER OF DEFENSE, COL. M'BAREK 

OULD BOUNA MOKAR, WITH WHOM HE HAD SERVED BRIEFLY IN 
WASHINGTON, AS "STUPID." AMBASSADOR SAID THAT KEY 
INDICATOR OF QUALITY OF NEW LEADERSHIP WOULD BE WHETHER 
THE ABLE COMMANDER IN THE NORTH, H AID ALLA KHOUNA. AND 
HIS DEPUTY, JIDDOU MOHAMMED SALEK, WERE INCLUDED. THE 
AMBASSADOR TOLD US THAT HIS FUTURE RELATIONSHIP WITH THE 
NEW GOVERNMENT WOULD DEPEND IN PART ON WHETHER HIS COUSIN, 
THE MILITARY COMMANDER IN NOUAKCHOTT, WAS INVOLVED IN THE 
COUP. 

5. DURING OUR CONVERSATION, THE FRENCH AMBASSADOR TELE- 
PHONED THE MAURITANIAN AMBASSADOR TO REVIEW DEVELOPMENTS 
AND SUGGESTED TO THE MAURITANIAN AMBASSADOR THAT HE MAKE 
NO STATEMENTS ON THE COUP FOR 24-48 HOURS UNTIL THE 
SITUATION CLARIFIES. AMBASSADOR OULD ABDULLAH TOLD US 
THAT HE HAD HEARD RUMORS OF AN IMPENDING COUP SINCE 
DECEMBER BUT THE FRENCH PRESENCE IN MAURITANIA HAD DELAYED 
THE COUP'S IMPLEMENTATION. 

5. PI .EASE INCLUDE EMBASSY BRUSSELS AS AN ADDRESSEE AS 
APPROPRIATE. DETARR 

CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: GOVERNMENT OVERTHROW, AMBASSADORS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 10 jul 1978 

Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978BRUSSE13460 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780282-0295 
Format: TEL 
From: BRUSSELS 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780781/aaaacpxm.tel 

Line Count: 86 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 8b8ee378-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION AF 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 28 apr 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2074000 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: MAURITANIAN AMBASSADOR TO BELGIUMYS REACTION TO THE COUP 
TAGS: PINR, PINT, MR, BE 
To: STATE NOUAKCHOTT 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/8b8ee378-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



